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Rising levels of fuel 

poverty

Rising energy costs 

and wider cost of 

living pressures

Recent drivers of growing concern and focus 
on the health risks of damp and mould

Increasing focus on poor 

quality housing with 

respect to insulation and 

ventilation

Tragic death of 2-year old Awaab Ishak , 2020,  due 
to prolonged exposure to mould in his Rochdale 
home. His family's complaints about their living 
conditions were repeatedly ignored.

(Coroner's Prevention of Future Deaths Report, Nov 2022)



The London Picture

• In the year to March 2022…damp and 
mould-related complaints were 
responsible for almost a third (28%) of 
category one hazards in London.*

• Incidences reported to London councils 
amounted to more than twice the 
proportion seen across England as a 
whole.*

* London Assembly, Nov 2022, Mayor leads new initiative to clamp down on London’s damp and mouldy 
homes | London City Hall

https://www.london.gov.uk/mayor-leads-new-initiative-clamp-down-londons-damp-and-mouldy-homes#:~:text=In%20the%20year%20to%20March,pose%20a%20serious%20and%20immediate
https://www.london.gov.uk/mayor-leads-new-initiative-clamp-down-londons-damp-and-mouldy-homes#:~:text=In%20the%20year%20to%20March,pose%20a%20serious%20and%20immediate


Developing the damp and mould 
risk assessment toolkit

• A multi-agency task and finish group of London health partners (GLA, 
ADPH London, NHSE, OHID London, UKHSA) collaborated to develop a 
practical risk assessment tool on damp and mould – this work was 
endorsed and supported by London Directors of Housing and London 
Local Government Chief Executives

Purpose: 
• To support home visiting health and care professionals to understand and recognise damp 

and mould concerns and issues, identify those individuals and households most vulnerable 
to health risks of damp and mould exposure, and enable them to provide appropriate 
advice and take action,

• To support London LAs with identifying households at increased risk of severe health 
impacts of damp and mould exposure,

• To signpost tenants and residents to up to date information and advice.



Overview of London Damp and Mould Toolkit

Risk assessment toolkit which aligns with new national 
guidance published by DHSC (September 2023).

Content

• Section 1: Identifying housing concerns

• Section 2: Assessing clinical vulnerability

• Section 3: Taking action – simple flowchart/algorithm 
to guide action

• Appendices: Template letters, factsheets





Delivery of the London risk assessment tool

Piloting and testing

• 8 London pilot sites proactively piloted and provided 
feedback on tool content, useability in practice.

Dissemination

• London tool was published in December 2023 
(MECCLink London, updated February 2024) se: 
https://www.mecclink.co.uk/london/housing-damp-
and-mould-advice/



Richard Chavasse, 
Consultant 
Respiratory 
Paediatrician 

How the London Damp and Mould Checklist has been implemented at St 
George’s Hospital

Case Study – 
St George’s 
Hospital



Richard Chavasse, 
Consultant 
Respiratory 
Paediatrician 

YH, a 5-year-old boy who has had several attendances to ED/ admitted to 
hospital with viral induced wheeze. YH has eczema and food allergies. 

Case Study – 
St George’s 
Hospital



Outcomes to date/ Next steps

• Adoption and promotion of the tool within DHSC national 
programmes, namely:

• Healthy Homes Pilot Programme (40 LAs)
• Private Rental Sector (PRS) Pilot Programme (9 LAs)

• Adoption and adaptation
• across national regions (Cornwall, etc)
• across London boroughs
• within London Trusts

• Case studies describing implementation

• Indication of benefit being realised following implementation

• Formal evaluation 



Any questions? 
Shelley.Aldred@dhsc.gov.uk 

mailto:Shelley.Aldred@dhsc.gov.uk
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